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 It is the beginning of summer and the sheep 
are starting the long trek to the high mountain 
country. Every year, during the hot months the 
shepherd takes his flocks up into the cool 

mountains. These are the ‘paths of righteousness’. Much earlier in the 
spring, the shepherd made this trip himself. He scouted the terrain, found 
the cool mountain streams and the lush high grazing lands. He knows the 
way and is leading his flock to the places he has planned. During winter 
the shepherd generally keeps his flock in the ‘home’ range. He makes 
sure he has plenty of hay stored and well water to drink. But, in the sum-
mer months, the sheep take an adventurous journey – up onto the high-
lands. As with all great adventures, it is filled with unknown dangers, 
heights of delight, great anticipation, and gentle calm relaxing days. This 
is the sheep’s life. This is the daily path each sheep walks as he follows 
his shepherd.  

 
"When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.” 
John 10:4 

 
 The destination of the long trip is a wonderful high mountain valley, 

nestled between tall rocky cliffs. Up there the air is fresh and cool. The 
snow is melting, rushing down over the rocks. The grasses that grow in 
such mountain glades are thick and luscious and full of nutrients. These 
are the kinds of days that the shepherd wants his sheep to enjoy. As the 
shepherd opens the last gate of the ‘home’ pastures the sheep often leap 
for joy at the prospect of the exciting journey. For the new lambs, this is 
their very first trip up the mountain slopes. What fun 
it will be! And so the drive begins – following the 
shepherd up the paths of righteousness. For the first 
few days the shepherd leisurely leads them along, 
stopping often to let his sheep graze on the grasses or rest 

“Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death” 

Psalm 23:4a  
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in the shade after drinking from the calm waters. As 
the days go by the path becomes steeper. The little 
lambs wonder why the trip is becoming so hard. They 
don’t understand that it is an uphill walk to the high 
mountain valleys. Their appetite 
increases and they become 
thirstier for cool water. The 
shepherd planned each day to 
be a little more difficult than the 
previous. This is how they get to 
the places the shepherd has cho-
sen. And, along the way, they eat more and drink more, 
growing bigger and becoming stronger. Step after step 
they follow in the footsteps of their shepherd. There are 
rest times each day, times when the sheep can relax in the 
green pastures. The little lambs discover their energy is renewed; the 
shepherd’s path really isn’t that hard after all.  

 
 “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common 
to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be 
able to endure it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 

 At some point in the believer’s life, God decides it is time to come home 
to heaven. At that moment, the real person leaves his ‘old house’ and is 
instantly in heaven. Really, the person does not ‘die’; he just moves – 
from one house to another. ‘Death’ is when the soul and spirit separate 
from the body. God has a brand new body waiting in heaven.  This is the 
very best moment in ‘life’. It is the end of this life and the beginning of 
eternal life. This is when you actually see Jesus Christ, your Good Shep-
herd, with your new eyes. It is a wonderful gift of grace.  

 
 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live even if he dies,” John 11:25 

 
 The valley of the shadow of death is scary to the person who doesn’t 

know the Shepherd. But, for those who have followed the paths of right-
eousness, it is the most exciting time of life. You are taking that last sum-
mer trip, high into the mountains, just you and your Shepherd. There are 
steep ravines, but you are not scared, for Jesus is walking by your side. 
Hiding in the rugged outcroppings of the rocky cliffs are predator ani-
mals, but you are not nervous or fearful, for He is with you. You feast on 
the precious words of His ‘green grass’ and ‘drink’ of the Holy Spirit. 
You are calm and refreshed. You may have a long hard journey or it may 
be short. The path is covered with dark shadows, even in the day, but the 
Shepherd is right there with you and He sees the way clearly.  

 
 The moment is close, and you are so excited. You are about to move 

to your new home. Now you ‘see’ your Beloved Shepherd with spiritual 
eyes only. Soon, you will look directly into His face. You can hardly wait. 
No wonder David describes the valley of the shadow of death as a place 
of no fear. The Shepherd takes you to a little green pasture. He leans up 
against the rock face of the mountain. The shadow is deep in darkness, 
but you don’t care. He is holding you in His arms and you are gazing 
into His face. You see Him with your love for Him. The moment comes, 
the one special moment He has chosen for you. He closes your eyes, and 
right then – the moment has arrived! You open your eyes and there, lean-
ing on the rock face of heaven, is your Shepherd. You see Him with your 
new real heavenly eyes. You are looking into the face of Jesus, your Sav-
ior, your Good Shepherd. Oh what a day! And, just as He said, the day of 
the valley of the shadow of death truly was the best day of your life – 
your new eternal life, which has only just begun!  

  
"As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives… Even after my skin 
is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God;” Job 19:25-26 
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 Soon, the paths are winding between high rock walls and steep ra-
vines. The shepherd watches his sheep, especially the new lambs, making 
sure they have safe footing. He walks the outside edge, protecting the lit-
tle ones who might trip and stumble. When a lamb is just too tired to con-
tinue, he gently lifts him to his shoulders and carries him. The baby looks 
up at the towering cliffs overhead and is frightened. Then, he remembers 
that he is safely wrapped around the shepherd’s shoulders and is no 
longer afraid. The trail twists and turns around big rocks and boulders 
as they climb higher and higher. These narrow passes are filled with 
scary shadows. The older ewes and rams have traveled these gorges be-
fore; they know how to trust their shepherd and are not afraid. The lambs 
are scared of the dark shadows, not knowing what is ahead. But, the 
shepherd is watching over each, whether it be an old ewe or young lamb.  

 
 “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look 
about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely 
I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous 
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 
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blessing of dying high in the summer mountains in the arms of the shepherd. 
   

Sh
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he shepherd through the deeply shadowed, narrow, valley gorges, and the high 
ow. For some, this will be their last journey. They have been up this trail many 

fraid of the dark shadows they must pass through. These sheep have learned to 
w how to follow in the right paths. During these summer months, the shepherd 
e with his beloved sheep as each one’s last day draws near. Some will be older 
ger, and a few lambs. When the day comes, the shepherd will hold the sheep’s 
y to him, and remind him of all the wonderful times they had together. Then, he 
de of yet another high rocky cliff, and caress his sheep until he takes his last 

breath and dies. This is the death-shadowed valley of David’s song, the twenty-third psalm. Every 
. Some will live a long time, and some will die rather young. Of course, when 
ie, their bodies are used for food. But, a few special sheep have the wonderful 

blessing of dying high in the summer mountains in the arms of the shepherd.  

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death  
of His godly ones.” Psalm 116:15 

 
  Our Good Shepherd has a very special ‘dying plan’ for those who 

have believed in Jesus Christ. It is called dying grace. It is similar to the 
summer trip of animal sheep climbing up into the mountains. The Good 

Shepherd takes His sheep up the path of spiritual righteousness all during his 
life. Then, when the ‘last summer’ comes, He takes him on one final journey. 

The sheep who has practiced following his shepherd is no longer afraid of 
the dangers along the way. The high cliffs do not scare him; he has confi-

dence in his Shepherd. The steep gorges that fall away from the path are 
not frightening; he knows he will not fall, for he is keeping his eyes on 

his Shepherd. There are dark shadows ahead, but this causes no 
fear. The Shepherd never fails to provide thick green grass, and 

oh, how nice are the cool waters from the melting snows. Some-
where along this path this sheep will receive the greatest 

blessing he has ever received in his entire life – the Grace 
Gift of a wonderful death! 

 
“For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain 

[profit, advantage].” Philippians 1:21 
  
 To understand this gift you need to know what 
actually happens at the moment called ‘death’. A 
Christian has three parts, a body, which is visible, 
and a soul and spirit, both of which are invisible. 
The body is the ‘house’ for the soul and the spirit. 


